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C]mpter

Ill: Geography teacher of Fun Learn School walked into Std
VIIC waving a cutting from the C reative C hromcle and announced,
“Your class has been sclected by the Prnecipal to partiapate i a

Geography competition Here, read this™

Very zoon the clasz was divided nto enthusiastic proups.

The cluldren were participating in an mter-school geography
competition for the first nme and were extremely excited

A week later, the CC representative assembled the groups in the
school hall. She handed each group a sealed envelope and a pule
of reference material

O the dot of ten, the cluldren opened their envelopes The
envelopes contaned some clues The duldren had to use the
clues to puess the name of a uverl Then, within three hours they
were o make presentafions on their niver. Scon, the hall was
buzzing Students discussed, read, wrote, rehearsed and were

Three hours \ater...

hnally ready to present.
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LE ith the belp of their atlas awd veferewe matevial, the fivst proap soo
|".r,::.-'.rr1::." weet thert therr Ridille River was... can Yowe garess s Tes, the Nile in
Afveca, This proaf deided toe make ther prafat an aatobioovaply. | frix i

ot fiy dveer, wovate g preserited,

My A u‘rabtagraphy

Llsvally autobiograplues are watten by people who waiit to shate
their wisdoin and learning with others Welll I am neither a person
(though [am a hving system that suppocts and makes life posable
for many people) nor am [ poang to share my wisdom with you [
am wotingin order to correct some wrong wdeas about me that seem
to be foatng around.

Much has already been watten about me MMost people who know
any thing about the Nile (that 12 me) know the followimg: Tam the
longest tivet on Barth (6,671 km long). Egyptis known as the Gaft
of the WNile, as Thave made thus dey land so fertile that a eivihsanon
came up here along my banks as far back az 3000 B.C. Even today,
95% of BEgypuans hive along my banks.

Now, Iwant people to know about thaigs not known to many. Take,
for metance, my fanuly tree Mot many know that the Nie 1z really
a comung together of many wvers

[start as Kyoga aver i Burunds, close to Lake Tanganyika, which
becomes the Whate Nile az it Hows throuwp Lake Victona in Uganda.
[ am then joined by the Blue Nile at Khartoum The Blue Nile

provides about 60% of my waters

Thete are many othet smaller rivers like Raver Atharel that
Feed into me and [ would be much daer of it were not for them
Like all Farmulies, every member 15 tmportant and my fanuly
would not be the same without any one of my members.

[ feel bad when I hear people blaming me for my habat of
Hooding. What they do not realise 1s that every fHood mcteases
the fertility of the soil. Each summer, I swell as the ramn pours
down and the snow melts on the mountams I overflow my
banks and Hood the land with fresh water and depost a thack
layer of nich, alluvial soal. Ancient Egyptians valued my moods
and their calendar had three seasons: ofbe or iundation, pere
or the growmy seazon and phewy, the deought or harvest seazon
The fellaban (Egyptian fatmers) can now yield two harvests
before winter, Without the loods there would be hittle of no
cultivation in this otherwige diy and desert-like place [do not
Aood as much as before and this may not be such a good thang,
ag1t means | do not have as muach watet ag before.

I low from the mountans in the south to the Meditertranean
m the north. Like all sivers, I How downlhall tll 1 reach the sea.
I know you thunk that since I am the longest river, with such
a great hustory, I should not feel bad about these small errors,
but I do think it is my duty to correct wrong notions, that 1s

why I wrote thee for you.

Ereryliody gave the WNile growp o vonsting
.r||'.-i|'.l.l".-'.r.-'.l.'-;.-. ._1|-‘.'r.'_l.l¢' (SRR r) .'..I'q.rn'n;.'u" :.‘r:n:q'm'r..:rrlL_'

af Fknns a eriere on the Nilke

Map of Africa diaplaymg the sourse of the
River Mil= e
Khartoum is the placs whars the Biue Mile and
White Mile maet,
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T-"J:' decensd peosep frosved st therr Ridelle River in o Heash and chorsied,
(A cnmviz, 3 £5 e Amazer River D" They made there profoct @ Byvical
fvesentation which they vecivad wwith pate, Colowrfel poiters el f e
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The Amazon Song

From the Andes 1o the Atlantic Ocean g_?
it flows 6,437 kdometres long o
The second luug_-__-_e:tt wiver 011 Earth

It 15 the Amazon

Its chscharge mto the ocean
In just a nunute 1s so strong

It could mve Mew York City water for

Enown as the heart and lungz of Mother Earth
Tlus 1:-1-.1::&- has been around
Fot centuries mg;f-rhe:

We have to save the Amazon

Today the ramforests are bewng cut
And the habitat 15 fast being shon
Pm-mgn dmuge: to the Planet 1tself

We have to save the Amazon

An old legend of this area says
Ranforests hold up the sky, cut down ,i'
Tlie trees and disaster will follow

We have to zave the Amazon

T'he river and the forests heip
Each other stay upnight and strong
It 15 a cxy for sarvival

We have 1o save the Amazon

ol years
It 13 the Amazon S5 The grop follozeed wp rhis vecivarion with a petition. bapiee that rhey wonld
S I Ble ke it cTHE e = e alde to belpy in avertivg the carth thattering disaiter that aweits s, if the
Man has not been able to bulc gpv o5 BES qet L : : : '
Tl T ot Fatiforests ave dedtroyed They pathered aver 10 signatare i fen weineies!
A bndge that 15 50 long e l;-.ff’um"ﬂ’a = wat® - ot : 3 . -
. - e A e BT e Fhe CC supresentativeasswved the oh ilidven thet she wonld send the petition
A over too wide for a man made bodge  C T e : o o ;
i : e S af & ot "o ek t sttt o that ave Speivivg 1o save the vatifovents, Suddenly, peopraphy
t 15 the Amazon s @ = -
. gtes it - : = e
AT 1'0'1'-1?1 g B DE_\-_n.iE"'" L (el :Hr{fl"_ll'-".-':l" the cles, ”J-'.'_]' bared never r.'r.':'.fg!.".lm.!r rhhat f’ur#re'lﬂf.;:e
- - ; - '.'&Hlll"h'al F T, ¢ il - e 5 H
With its 1100 tributancs o W g @ atiowt pengvaply cosle wioke such w differeme 1o thetr own fives!
bg".?ﬂ e o E.‘.l-.E'l._‘H- ]

The water How 15 so strong
It contains a ifth of the Earth’s fresh water

It 15 the Amazon

The world’s largest rainforest it supports
Where vaned plants and creatures throng
Many plants heal our sick and aling

We have to save the Amazon

WMap of South Africa showing the
Aiver Amazon and &a Tribularies.

Teva impartart branchas of the
Amazan meet near Manaus, They
ara River Begro from the rerth and
Padetra from the seath
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