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There are rain forests in South India too. In fact, there are tropical rain forests in more
than twenty countries of the world. Can you name five countries that have tropical rain
forests? In how many countries of South America can you see rain forests? For clues,
turn to pages 10 and 11.
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Rain forests are found in places that are between the tropics. The tropics are bwo imaginary
lines that cut across the earth to the north and south of the equator.,

The equator is an imaginary line that divides the world into two equal halves. Visualise
the equator as a thin band encircling the earth around its middle, The circumference
of this band is 40,075 kilometres! Try and spot it on pages 10 and 11, The area between
the equator and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn is called the Torrid Zone.

Rain forests that are close to the equator receive rain throughout the yvear. They are known
as evergreen, equatorial rain forests. These forests are called evergreen because they have
such a variety of trees that when one type is shedding its [eaves, another variety is still
green. Thus, the forest is never bare or devoid of greenery,

In Chola's forest it rains almaost all the time. Joe knows that the rain forest receives at I;an Tﬂ;
least nine feel of rainfall in a year! Water keeps dripping from the trees and trickles into S He sy,
the ground. Compare that with the average rainfall during the monsoon in the city of

Mumbai - only about a foot and a hali!

The rain forest is so dense that scientists have divided it into different layers, Cholo listens

wide-eyed as Joe describes the emergent layer that he can see when he travels by air. These Understory

are very tall trees that stick out above the other trees. Many birds and insects live in the

emergent layer, @ & '

The layer below the emergent is the canopy. Here the branches of the trees meet and ::‘:ﬂumh

merge, like a giant umbrella. Animals, birds, reptiles and insects make their homes here. Lembes: el
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Just a few feet above the ground is the understory, made of the trunks of canopy trees,
shrubs, plants and small trees and [eaves,

The lowest laver is the forest floor. The largest animals of the rain
forest live here. 5o do a wide variety of insects and snakes.

“This is a special part of the world,” says Joe. “These forests
cover a very, very small part of the earth. Yet, over half the
plants, animals and insects in the world are found in the
tropical rain forests.”



