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Frostbite and Other Mysteries

"Paging for Dr. Pims, paging for Dr. Pims!" The boom of the intercom woke Rahul. Slowly
he crawled out from under the thick mound of woollen blankets. The night had been awiully
cold. This desert visit is throwing up so many surprises, thought Rahul — no sand dunes,
chilly weather and now his aunt was being called Dr. Pims! Whatever next... he wondered.

Just then the doorknob rattled and his aunt called out. “Rabul, | need to go out, Rashid and
Anita, my assistants will take care of you. Meet them at my office in half an hour, Bye.”

Thirty minutes later, a bathed and wide-awake Rahul was chatting happily with Rashid, a
Meteorologist or "Weather Man® and Anita, an expert Cartographer or "Maker-and-Reader
of Maps’ about the Conference.

"Oh! Oh!™ exclaimed Anita suddenly, looking up from a letter she was reading. "Our scientist
friend from Turkmenistan writes that he's suffered severe frosthite, working in the Turkestan
Desert.”

"What a pity. Frostbite is so painful. | do hope he recovers quickly,” said Rashid.

"Doesn't frostbite happen only in very cold countries where there is ice and snow, and blood
doesn't flow to your fingers and toes? 50 how has the professor suffered frostbite in a desert?”
asked Rahul, puzzled.

“Well young Rahul, | think it’s time for some ‘geographical’ discussions,” laughed Anita.
"Remember! A desert is a land of extremes: extreme heat, extreme dryness and extremely
cold nights! The water vapour present in the air is low, only about 15%, so deserts absorb
a lot of heat during the day. But as the sun sets, there are only few clouds, trees and other
vegetation to hold the heat. 5o the desert loses the heal very quickly. Hol days — cold nights!”

"“Which is why,” said Rashid, “vou probably used several blankets last night,” Rahul nodded.
"Mow,” continued Rashid, “the Turkestan Desert gets very hot in summer, receiving about
3 to 8 inches of rain. In winter, it gets extremely cold, up to -40°F, with ice and snow. 5o
frosthite is possible if you don't protect your extremities.”

“What? A desert with ice and snow! You're joking, right?” Rahul asked, in disbelief.

Esrth Explorer } Darsling Deserts

“Deserts are of two kinds. There are hot deserts and cold deserts. Hot deserts receive less
than ten inches of RAINFALL in a year. Cold deserts receive less than ten inches of SMOW
in ayear. 50 dryness or aridity is a common factor.”

“This is absolutely fascinating,” exclaimed Rabul,

Pleased with this response, Anita said, “Rashid, | think we should take Rahul to our map
room while he's here, Hell really enjoy it."

“Great idea, Anita,” said Rashid, "but for now, breakfast beckons!™




